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patience! that matters not, so long as the Gospel
takes its course, and God is known, and souls saved.
The gain is greater than the loss in this traffic. But
that the door of salvation should be closed to the
more populous nations dwelling on the shores of the
fresh-water sea of the Hurons; that the new Churches
of Jesus Christ, founded and established by the piety
of France, should be ruined, and so many new Chris-
tians delivered to the jaws of these Lions; that the
Gospel laborers and the Pastors of this fold should
be banished and driven away from their flocks,— that
is what may be called a great misfortune, which,
however, the high mightinesses3 can easily remedy,
notwithstanding the disorders of France, caused by
Hiroquois as barbarous as those of America. But
that is straying too far from my goal; let us begin
our narrative.

[116] On the sixth of March of last year, 1652, the
Hiroquois, who prowled around the French settle-
ments all the Spring and all the Summer, defeated a
Squad of Hurons who were going in search of them
at a great distance, and found them very near, with-
out expecting it. They were in ambush at the river
of la Magdelaine, six leagues, or thereabout, above
three Rivers. That Squad, commanded by a man
named Toratati, fell into their hands and was entire-
ly defeated.

On the loth of May, Father Jacques Buteux (as
related in the first Chapter of this Relation) was put
to death, with a Frenchman accompanying him,
named Fontarabie.

On the 13th of the same month, a band of Algon-
quins, on their way to the country of the Attika-
megues, were surprised and defeated when they were


